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EDITORIAL 


AT ONE TIME during the stormy Annual General Meeting of the Library 
Association (reported on page 179), it seemed that the motion which has 
since been the subject of a postal ballot would result in splitting the 
Association in an unprecedented manner—authority members and the 
majority of chief librarians on the one hand, the L.A. Council and the 
A.A.L. on the other. That authority representatives should have sup- 
ported the views of their own Association of Municipal Corporations was 
not surprising. That chief librarians should also have opposed the 
Council’s motion must be attributed in part to self-interest (however sub- 
conscious), in part to a natural timidity in opposing their own chairmen, 
and in part, as Mr. Smith points out, to a genuine but inexcusable con- 
fusion as to their status—as “ delegates ” or as individuals—at the A.G.M. 
of their Association. Some, of course, must be given credit for voting 
according to their consciences. 

That the split, when it came, was less keen than at first seemed likely 
was due to the fortuitous circumstances that the last two speakers before 
the vote was taken were a chief librarian and an authority member, both 
of whom spoke strongly in support of the motion. Our concern here is 
with the role of the A.A.L. We have most often shown our strength in 
the past by preventing the Library Association from taking action to our 
(and hence to its) detriment. We have had little enough opportunity of 
using our strength to force through a progressive Council motion against 
the opposition of other interests within the L.A. Whatever the outcome 
of the postal vote, we have now demonstrated our willingness to do so. 

But had the motion at the A.G.M. been won, manifestly by the 
unholy alliance of L.A. Council with A.A.L., our triumph might well 
have been purchased at the cost of increased friction within the Library 
Association structure. There is always a danger that we may seem to 
employ superior numbers rather than superior arguments. The equality 
in voting power between an inexperienced assistant in his teens and a 
chief librarian of long standing which we guard so jealously, is open to 
abuse if fully exploited by an organization so powerful as the A.A.L. 
It is far better that a member who does not fully understand the issues 
involved in any particular motion before him should abstain from voting, 
than that he should vote at the behest of a more experienced colleague, 
whether a chief librarian or an officer of the A.A.L. 

It is the duty of each member to see that he is aware of the issues 
involved whenever his vote is called for; it is our duty to see that the 
arguments are fairly placed before him. On this occasion we are confi- 
dent that this was done. As a responsible body, we must constantly 
resist the temptation to regard our massed voting strength as a bulldozer, 
instead of as an army of individually wielded picks and shovels. 
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DISPLAY DISCUSSION 


lt was suggested at the Birmingham Conference that a “ Display of 
the Month” should be published in the Assistant Librarian. For a 
number of reasons this has proved impractical, but we offer instead, by 
way of experiment, a “ Display Discussion” which might well become a 
regular feature. — 

Mr. C, A. Elliott, Chief Librarian of Islington, has kindly co- 
operated by allowing us to use as the basis of this first discussion a 
display prepared at Islington on The Use and Abuse of Books, and has 
supplied some explanatory notes on the display, its purpose and its effect. 
These, together with the illustration here reproduced, have been sub- 
mitted to three “experts” who were among those responsible for the 
Birmingham Conference. They have been asked to comment quite 
frankly on the display, indicating its good points and its shortcomings. 
They have not compared notes, a fact which adds significance to those 
points on which they find themselves in agreement. 

When you have examined the display and considered their com- 
ments, why not continue the discussion in our correspondence columns? 
USE AND ABUSE. 

MR. ELLIOTT writes: This display was designed a few years ago by the 
present Deputy Librarian, Mr. A. W. Wright, and was intended to ram 
home the message we had often preached: “ Please take care of your 
books.” 

Like all displays, this one must be assessed in relation to its position 
and according to facilities available and the purpose intended. In our 
case the display was assembled in the vestibule of the Central Library, 
in our illuminated show case measuring approximately 9ft. in length by 
6ft. in height and 12ins. deep. The doors of the show case divide the 
display into three parts and the generous strip lighting, with which the 
case is fitted, serves to attract the attention of all who enter the building. 

The left hand portion of the display, ‘““ Always Use Books,” shows a 
selection of technical and informatial books and dust jackets together 
with subject lists which are regularly produced in Islington. 

The central section consists of the message as shown in the upper 
portion with, below, printed publications we want to continue to provide 
such as the monthly Bulletin, The Young Reader, Fact and Fiction, The 
Reference News Sheet, the brochure Your Favourite Authors and Tech- 
nical News Sheets. The central bottom section shows the items we want 
to avoid, e.g., overdue cards and letters. Hand printed show cards 
emphasise the message in each case. 

The right hand portion of the display consists of books that have 
been damaged by readers and their dogs. We have a good collection of 
chewed books, and books damaged by tea? stains and cigarette burns as 
well as those with covers spotted by rain. This gruesome collection is 
surprisingly effective, en masse, in attracting attention, and we always 
have a good audience for this particular display. 

From comments made by members of the public we know that this 
and other displays (each of which has a fortnight’s run) are well appre- 
ciated. We think it significant that during the last few years we have 
been much less worried by damaged books. Our readers are taking 
more care of the books they borrow. Whether ‘this is general or whether 
it is partly a result of the display, we do not know. We shall perhaps 
get more information when we send this particular display to the 
branches. 
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G. W. HARRIS comments: Since it is designed to be loot 
rather than handled, this display may be regarded as a kind of o 
poster in three-D and, therefore, to a great extent it may be judged by 
the criteria used to assess the effectiveness of a poster. The whole 
purpose of a poster—the reason for its being—is to put over the 
public, as simply as possible, a single idea or message about whic! the 
authors are trying to arouse public interest and action. It follows, 
then, that a poster, or (your reviewer maintains) a display, should have 
a single, simple theme, eye-catching and boldly-stated, with detail and 
wordiness reduced to a minimum. 

The simple theme, Islington’s display has; also it is stated boldly 
“ Always use books—Don’t abuse books” is a catch-phrase with suffi- 
cient ring about it to be remembered; and, no doubt, the new books, 
old books and library publications make an eye-catching, colourful mass 
calculated to arouse curiosity in the casual observer. Had it stopped 
there, it would have been almost impossible to fault this aspect of the 
display, but the theme must be solitary as well as simple; and _ this, 
unfortunately, it is not. 

The self-confessed and laudable aim of the Islington staff was “to 
ram home the message we had often preached: ‘Please take care of 
your books.’” Why, then, overwhelm this single theme «with pleas for 
the prompt return of books? Surely, here is material for another dis- 
play. Also, is it fair to equate the writing of overdue notices with the 
preparation of book lists and a personal service to readers? These 
separate tasks would seem to be the work of very different grades of 
staff, but perhaps the point passed unnoticed by readers. In any case 
the display is too encumbered with captions already. Wordy captions 
should be avoided wherever possible, but if they are included, then they 
should be of a size which can be read at a distance of several paces. 

Other details open to criticism are: the arrangement of some ot 
the book lists close to the underside of some of the shelves: it is doubt- 
ful whether these, particularly those on the bottom left, could be seen 
comfortably from a standing position; also, the lettering, though bold, 
is uninspired; but these are minor criticisms. 

In summary, then, the primary idea of the display is good, but it 
has suffered from the introduction of the secondary one. Although the 
“ overdue” theme is hardly less important than the “care of books ” 
theme, it was a mistake to mix the two. Incidentally, it should be 
noticed that it is in the “ overdue” section that most of the wordy cap- 
tions occur. The display might have been better had the “overdue’ 
theme been omitted altogether and the captions of the main theme 
moved to the central section of the display. It is suggested that all the 
lettering necessary is: 


al 
zed 


Use Books 
Don’t ABUSE BooKS 
Every year many books 
are misused or damaged 
by readers 


However, it is easier to criticize than to create and, despite anything 
that has been written here, those responsible for the Islington display 
deserve praise for their attempt to say in a graphic and undoubtedly 
more effective way, something which is usually dismissed with a peremp- 
tory notice. Also interesting is the fact that only the simplest techniques 
have been used throughout the display, making it an excellent model 
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for all who hesiate to dabble in displays because of the supposed tech- 
nical and artistic difficulties. 
* * * * 


JOHN WAKEMAN comments: Mr. Elliott, who taught me more than [| 
care to remember about classification, seems to have let three character- 
istics creep into this display—the idea of abusing books, the idea of 
abusing the staff, the idea of using books. There is room in a single 
display (as distinct from an exhibition) for only one idea at a time, and 
this should be expressed simply. 

Not only too many ideas, but too many things, like a Woolworth’s 
window: too many books—three chewed-up books next to three new 
ones would make the point more dramatically, and look better; too many 
show-cards—ten instead of one (the Bulletin is the place for an essay); 
too many pamphlets, and why not hang them straight? (I asked for a 
lay opinion of the display and was told it looks like washing on a 
line). 

It’s axiomatic that one shouldn’t create a demand that can’t be 
satisfied at once, but displaying book jackets with no books inside does 
precisely that. Bad thing. 

The big letters are five by threes (blocked out on ruled paper, five 
squares high by three wide) and look nice. The smaller ones look even 
better, but the two styles clash. Generally, fancy lettering is to be 
avoided, because it takes time and is hard to read. I wish I knew what 
colours were used. 

It seems that in Islington, displays are peddled around the branches. 
This sounds like a procedure worth copying. How about exchanges 
between systems? 

In summary, all three ideas seem worthwhile, done one at a time, 
and simply. 

* * * * 

E. F. Ferry comments: This exhibition, if not particularly original, 
has a very real message to convey and does so in a straightforward 
manner. Within the admitted limits of the size of the showcase, good 
work has been done—but has there been too much of it? The “chamber 
of horrors” on the right might well detract from the force of the centre 
panel, which, probably, deals with the more pressing problem. Staff 
time spent on endless overdue cards and letters is staff time wasted, and 
I cannot help feeling that the centre panel, good as it is, would gain in 
strength from individual treatment. While the basic idea (abuse of 
books) is the same in each case, it is not too easy to link the two panels 
in the casual inspection given by most readers. Their attention will 
undoubtedly be drawn to the more dramatic damaged books. The con- 
trast, too, would be more marked by placing the untouched books imme- 
diately next to the wrecks. 

The idea, then, sound in concept, might be conveyed more forcibly 
by separating the two methods of abuse. As far as the physical presen- 
tation is concerned, the display is, I suggest, adversely affected by the 
lettering. Unbalanced, monotonous, it is not worthy of the concept. One 
would have thought that Islington, with its record of printed publicity, 
could have managed something better than this. However, this apart, 
ihe idea of order in the left hand panel and chaos in the right sums up 
the fate of the books admirably. As stated at the outset, the message of 
the display is one which must be conveyed, and graphic demonstration 
is usually more effective than verbal censure. With the reservations 
already made, the display may be commended. 
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THE SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHI! 
AND ARCHIVES 


by CATHARINE HALLS, Manchester P.L. 


THE SCHOOL of Librarianship and Archives at University College, London, 
is the only school of Librarianship in England to give a postgraduate 
training in Librarianship. It is however comparatively small (it ‘akes 
about 40 full-time students, including the 5 or 6 taking the Archive 
Dip!oma course), and not perhaps as generally familiar by name, particu- 
larly to public librarians, as are other colleges giving instruction in 
librarianship. As I have just completed one year’s study for Part I of the 
Academic Postgraduate Diploma in Librarianship at the School, I shall 
describe the course in Librarianship and compare it with the L.A. syllabus 
for the Registration Examination, to which it corresponds in part. 

In the first place the outstanding feature of the School is that the 
course there is one for postgraduate students. This affects not only the 
standard, but also the method of approach which lays stress upon a 
wider, more academic background. This is exemplified particularly in 
the course of lectures on the History and Theory of Librarianship, for 
which one paper is taken in the examination. There is no parallel for 
this in the L.A. syllabus, which broadly speaking lays stress more upon 
practical instruction. It is however a subject of more than academic 
interest, as it helps librarians of all types to see their work in its proper 
perspective, to realise the continuity of librarianship through all ages, 
and to appreciate the enduring value of libraries. 

Another course of instruction not included in the L.A. syllabus is 
that in Palaeography and Diplomatic of English Archives from 
A.D. 1500. This is intended for both Librarianship and Archives students 
at the School, and while admittedly of little practical value to many 
librarians, experience thus gained can on occasions be very useful, as for 
instance in dealing with documents given to a local collection. 

Historical and Critical Bibliography is not, as in the L.A. syllabus, 
included in the main bibliography paper, but is given a separate paper. 
This enables the subject to be studied more fully for both English and 
Continental book production, and also means that the practical! applica- 
tion of principles can be studied in some detail. The examination paper 
usually includes questions on collation and on the transcription of a title 
page. | 

The fourth paper in the examination can be taken either on the 
Palaeography and Diplomatic of English Archives before 1500, or on a 
further course on historical and critical bibliography. I took the second 
bibliography paper, and found it extremely interesting and useful, as 
apart from a more detailed study of ground covered in the first historical 
bibliography paper, there was a great stress laid upon the application of 
bibliographic principles. 

The L.A. syllabus gives three papers—Bibliography and Documen- 
tary Reproduction, Assistance to Readers, and Literature of a Special 
Subject, which correspond more or less to the two papers in the Diploma 
Course known as “ Bibliography, materials, and research in general and 
special fields.” Book selection, including discussion of translation. 
editing, readability, and all the subjects found in the corresponding L.A 
course (e.g. modern book production in all its aspects, book trade and 
national bibliography, U.N. and Government publications, etc.) are 
included. The main difference occurs in the more selective nature of the 
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Diploma course. Together with the study and criticism of general 
information sources, each student this year chose two fields of study, one 
of a scientific nature, one from the humanities, as the basis of a more 
detailed, specific approach to such material as subject indexes, biblio- 
graphies, abstracting services, theses indexes, specialised periodicals, and 
basic reference works. Study of bibliographical resources in these fields 
also included the tracing of major libraries specialising in a chosen 
subject, and schemes for union catalogues and co-operation between such 
libraries. In this way a fairly detailed knowledge of the bibliography of 
two major topics is gained, as well as a knowledge of general biblio- 
graphy acquired from lectures and general practical work. 

Cataloguing and Classification, as is to be expected, differ little in the 
two courses. The chief difference occurs in the Classification course, 
which in the L.A. syllabus allows a candidate to choose and use in the 
examination any one of the five main schemes. For the Diploma course, 
practical work in the examination is based upon Dewey, practice in the 
other main schemes being acquired in classes throughout the year. 

The L.A. Organisation and Administration paper is paralleled in the 
Diploma course by three alternative papers, dealing with the organisation, 
functions, and history of National and University Libraries, Special 
Libraries, and Urban, County, and School Libraries. While only one of 
these is actually taken in the examination, lectures in one other are 
attended throughout the course, to give a background for contrast and 
comparison. 

The training also includes three weeks’ practical work in a library, 
usually divided between three different types of library. Other activities 
at the School include demonstration classes in book binding by Mr. 
Cockerell, previously held at the Central School of Arts and Crafts, but 
it is hoped in the future to transfer these to a fully-equipped room at the 
College. This will be next to the Elizabethan printing press, a working 
replica housed in the English department of the College, of great value 
as an adjunct to the historical and bibliography course. 

The examination taken at the end of the year, roughly equivalent to 
the Registration examination, only qualifies for Part I of the Academic 
Postgraduate Diploma in Librarianship. Part IT requires the submission 
of a thesis on some aspect of Librarianship, or a bibliography, to be 
completed in the candidate’s own time in the following year. Nearly all 
students choose to compile the bibliography. Part II is therefore valuable 
in encouraging the application of much that has been learnt in the pre- 
ceding year. For Part II the student is also required to complete one 
year’s work in an approved library. 

The completed Diploma gives exemption from Parts 1, 2 and 4 of the 
L.A, Finals Examination. 

Apart from the value of the course in leading the student so far 
towards the F.L.A., there are other advantages. Thus the situation alone, 
in the centre of London, is extremely helpful to the student; apart from 
being in the immediate neighbourhood of the Chaucer House, University 
of London and British Museum Libraries, the School is in close contact 
with many other important London libraries and their librarians. 

Equally important is the 35 years’ tradition of the School, and its 
place in the history of librarianship. 

The stress laid upon an academic education for librarianship by the 
School of Librarianship and Archives does not exclude practical consider- 
ations. Students are only admitted to the school if they have sufficient 
experience in an approved library, with the result that they benefit fay 
more than would otherwise be the case from a full-time course. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 





TALKING ABOUT READING. 


I was interested in Mr. Horne’s re- 
action [October issue, page 160] to 
the August Editorial and to my 
article on Wolfe, not least because it 
appears to be the only reaction. This 
fact alone gives considerable force to 
the argument he expounds in para- 
graph two of his letter. 


I agree with Mr. Horne that there 
are possibilities for “‘ library criticism” 
and reader-research in the field of fic- 
tion. My activities in the promotion 
of such studies are known. The 
Editor also made reference to the 
potentialities in his Southport Confer- 
ence address. But the encourage- 
ment of analysis and criticism on both 
sides of the counter is not a negation 
of this fact; rather is it a corollary. 
Library sponsorship of reading circles, 
as at Peterborough and Swinton and 
Pendlebury, has amply rewarded the 
effort involved. My experience leads 
me to believe that there is a place for 
concise summaries of important 
authors; though whether that place is 
within the pages of professional jour- 
nals is, as the Editor remarks, a 
matter of some contention. I must add, 
however, that I have enjoyed and 
appreciated and derived benefit from 
the two articles which followed mine. 
In the case of my own contribution, 
this was a revised version of an intro- 
ductory article to a bibliography of 
Thomas Wolfe, which was prepared by 
my library as one of a series con- 
cerned with our special holdings in 
the North Western Subject Coverage 
Scheme. 


The first part of Mr. Horne’s final 
paragraph is fair comment: I could 
have and should have mentioned 
Wolfe’s discursive and introvert style, 
the most obvious example of which is 
the 70-page long description of a train 
journey in Of time and the river. That 
I disagree with Mr. Horne in his con- 
tention that many pages “are very 
hard to read,” and that 1 enjoy them 


even accepting the fact that they Ly 
no part in the plot ’ is merely in 

tive of the individuality of reader: 

of my own refusal to accept a st 
typed definition of the novel form. M; 
Horne writes that the pages concerned 
“would put a majority of fiction 
readers off Thomas Wolfe and make 
them horribly suspicious of any further 
recommendations we might make.” 
This is both true and unfair, for no 
one in his right senses would recom- 
mend Wolfe indiscriminately to all 
fiction readers. As a matter of inter- 
est, 1 have personally introduced his 
work to some two or three dozen 
readers only in the past two years. In 
all but one instance they have come 
back for more. 


G. B. Corton, 


Borough Librarian, Swinton and 
Pendlebury. 





A.A.L. AND NALGO. 


I would like to suggest that your 
correspondents who advocate a separ- 
ate union for librarians should support 
NALGO and give up their fanciful 
ideas. There are far too many talkers 
in the library profession and far too 
few men of action for any association 
of librarians to be effective as a nego- 
tiating body. Very few of the higher 
paid librarians would care to offend 
their authorities by stirring up cam- 
paigns for better pay and conditions. 
so any attempt at forming such an 
association would not be viewed 
favourably in higher quarters. . 


NALGO is the only hope for bette 
working conditions and pay fo 
librarians. If all public librarians sup- 
ported its efforts they would greatly 
help the present and future negotia- 
tions. 

R. M. LyYLe, 


Leicestershire Co. I 
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LUNCH OUT 


(COUNCIL NOTES: SEPTEMBER 15) 


GASTRONOMIC ARRANGEMENTS are headlined because of their effect on the conduct 
of Council business. Our visit to a local hostelry was the result of the summer 
recess (Of Parliamentary proportions) of Chaucer House’s canteen facilities. 
Despite a tardy start to the second * preview ” of the film Resources Discovered, 
ihe three standing committees managed to start their business almost exactly 
at 10.30 a.m. Some charitable souls attributed it to a shorter-than-usual agenda, 
others to the unaccustomed lure of mid-day beer, but the fact remains that the 
Press and Publications Committee had gone in search of the Goat and Com- 
passes within the hour, and both the other committees had finished their business 
within the tight schedule set for the day. 

(Before the progress of Council business is reported, perhaps it should be 
stressed that there is no deliberate intention of changing the tone of these notes, 
despite editorial disapproval expressed in a recent issue. If quotations and per- 
sonalities are less frequent than heretofore, it is because the Honorary Secretary 
has been forgetful rather than intimidated. My co-reporters on the floor had 
not been assigned their duties before Council, and platform pressure is such as 
not to allow extensive note-taking). 

The President opened the Council meeting by introducing the newly- 
appointed Officers, Mr. J. S. Davey (Honorary Education and Sales Officer) and 
Mr. H. G. Holloway (Honorary Assistant Treasurer). 

First of a whole string of matters arising from the minutes was a report 
that the A.A.L. had been successful in persuading the B.B.C. to arrange a pro- 
gramme on librarianship as a career. Only Mr. Carver, “ Father of the House,” 
admitted having listened to it—on Children’s Hour. 

Further correspondence with the Library Association on the subject of posts 
at inadequate salaries was received, not altogether favourably, Mr. Tynemouth 
commenting that the view of the L.A. is apparently that we should have the best 
possible people for bad posts, and Mr. McColvin (junior) that the L.A.’s attitude 
indicated an air of cynicism unworthy of a learned profession. 

Progress on a number of items which had first been raised at the Birmingham 
week-end conference was reported. An _ exhibition of commercial display 
materials is to be arranged early next year by a joint committee of the London 
and Home Counties Branch and the Greater London Division. The exhibition 
of publicity material held at the conference was repeated at Battersea Public 
Library in June, and the Council expressed its thanks to Mr. G. Harris and Mr. 
T. Faulkner for their work on the exhibition. 

Under ‘“ correspondence ’” the most important item was concerned with 
the grading of public library staff, on which subject a letter and circular had 
been received from the Library Association. Following a lively discussion, two 
motions by Mr. Tynemouth, seconded by Mr. W. G. Smith, were passed for for- 
warding to the L.A., one concerning the L.A. Council’s attitude towards trade 
union activities by members, the other pressing for more immediate action on a 
recommendation that all assistants in the General Divisions should receive two 
additional increments to compensate for awkward hours. 

The President reported correspondence with the Booksellers’ and Publishers’ 
Associations concerning the production of subject posters suitable for bookshops 
and libraries, the possibilities of which are still being investigated. A letter from 
Mr. Lockwood revealed that the Brighton School of Librarianship students had 
enjoyed their experience as observers at the May Council meeting, and the 
experiment is to be continued. 

Council passed to the pleasurable duty of appointing or nominating officers 
for 1956. The greatest pleasure must be felt by all at the prospect of seeing 
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Mr. Tynemouth back on the Council platform next year in the highe 


Mice 
of the Association as President. Nothing less would have been fitti: Sa 
reward for his valuable work for the A.A.L. The Vice-Presidency p s to 
another great servant of the Association, Miss E. J. Willson. For the tive 
offices, the Council nominated Mr. E. E. Moon as Honorary Secretary; Mr. H 
G. Holloway as Honorary Treasurer; and, after consideration of three nomina 


tions from Divisions, Mr. W. G. Smith as Honorary Editor. Mr. P. G Ney 
is to be co-opted to the Council with a view to his appointment next y: 
Honorary Publications Officer. 

When the report of the Press and Publications Committee was received, 


as 


Council took the opportunity to record its great debt to Mr. T. Mann for his 
work as Publications Officer. The Education Committee reported that the Bir- 
mingham and District Branch were unhappy about the frequent changes in the 


L.A. syllabus. In view of the efforts of the A.A.L. to get the syllabus changed 
at times, the Council felt unable to support the Birmingham Branch. Two 
students had complained of conditions akin to those of Detheboys’ Hall at the 
Bristol examination centre—this is to be investigated. 

The Conference Committee reported that arrangements were in hand for 
next year’s week-end conference to be held at Girton College, Cambridge, from 
13-15 April. The theme is to be co-operation, a subject which has possibly 
been discussed before within those walls. 

Finance and General Purposes Committee spent more time in discussing the 
film Resources Discovered than anything else. Some criticisms had been received, 
and even after the remaking of the sound-track for the opening of the film, a 
number of members of the Council were not happy about the finished result. A 
search is to be made for a golden voice before further changes are made to the 
sound-track, and this film is now not likely to be available before January 

Following the committee reports, Council devoted its attention once more 
to capitation, on which subject the Officers are to present a memorandum at the 
next meeting. The revision of Council’s Standing Orders has now been com- 
pleted, after several years’ work by the Rules Sub-Committee and some last- 
minute efforts to effect final changes by the surprising alliance of the Yorkshire 
Division and Mr. W. G. Smith. 

The Birmingham week-end conference was again on the agenda, and afforded 
an opportunity for thanks to be recorded for the work done by Miss Higgs as 
Conference Secretary and Mr. Parrish, the Hon. Treasurer of the Midland 
Division. Two motions had been deferred from the previous meeting, and aris- 
ing out of these it was agreed to ask the L.A. once more to consider appointing 
a professional Public Relations Officer, and to ask the Press and Publications 
Committee to design a model introduction to the library service for readers, 
which would serve as a guide to individual librarians considering such a publica- 
tion for their own authority. 

A rapidly emptying Council Chamber caused the deferment of two items on 
the agenda, so that some consideration could be given to the motion appearing 
in the L.A. Council’s name on the agenda for the A.G.M. at Southport. The 
Honorary Secretary was instructed to speak at Southport, indicating the support 
of the A.A.L. Council for the proposals of the Library Association. 

Some of the few who remained at the end of the meeting heard the reports 
of the Council’s representatives on the L.A. Council and committees, and 
expressed concern at the number of occasions this year on which it had been 
impossible to finish the business set out on the agenda papers. All Council 
members are to be asked to seek the permission of husbands, wives and Chiefs 
for a day and night session, if necessary, in November, so that Council may finish 
its business for the year. At 6.18 the few departed. 

Eric Moon 
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GIRTON DAYS ! 


THE SEVENTH ANNUAL A.A.L. WEEK-END CONFER- 
ENCE will be held at Girton College, Cambridge, on 13th-15th 


April, 1956. The theme will be CO-OPERATION. 


be announced later. 


BOOKS AND BOOKMEN. 


We welcome the first (October) issue 
of Books and Bookmen, an attractive 
new monthly magazine from the pub- 
lishers of Films and Filming, Dance 
and Dancers, Plays and Players and 
Music and Musicians. We_ shall of 
course reserve judgment for _ twelve 
months, but it does seem that if this 
is a fair sample of what is to come it 
will console those of us who mourn 
the passing of John O’London’s 
Weekly, and give us once again a less 
formidable survey of current literature 
than that provided by the Times 
Literary Supplement. 

This first issue contains news and 
reviews, previews and interviews; it is 
profusely illustrated with portraits of 
authors, reproductions of book- 
jackets and some well chosen pictures 


REFERRED 


THE A.G.M. OF THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


reported by W. G. SMITH 


REPORTING on last year’s A.G.M., I 
referred to “‘ annual gentle murmur- 
ings.” There was, however, nothing 
gentle about this year’s meeting, and 
Southport saw a bitter verbal battle 
lasting over two hours. The cause of 
contention was the L.A. Council’s 
motion which is set out in the Record 
for August and which proposes that 
the library powers of all local authori- 
ties where the rateable value is less 


Meanwhile, 


Full details will 


make a note of the date. 


13 - 15 APRIL 


4 


from new books. Of particular inter- 
est are three pages devoted to new 
publishing abroad, and odd _ corners 
are filled with such bright little items 
as a list of Books being Serialized (of 
especial interest to librarians), August 
best-sellers at two leading bookshops, 
and a rather unkind assemblage of 
reviewers’ comments on John Wain’s 
Living in the present. 


No doubt your public library will 
subscribe to this periodical, but con- 
sider also whether you can afford not 
to take it for yourseif. For the assis- 
tant in a public library it could use- 
fully supplement the Sunday news- 
papers as a digestible guide to the 

elter of new books’ The assistant in 
a special library might well find it a 
useful means of keeping in touch with 
the rest of civilization. 


TO YOU 


than £300,000 should be surrendered to 
their county councils, or arrangements 
made for joint services with neighbour- 
ing authorities. Mr. McColvin, in pro- 
posing the motion, said that the small 
authorities were not capable financially 
of providing an adequate service of 
books and qualified staff. He revealed 
that the Association of Municipal Cor- 
porations (A.M.C.) had issued a cir- 
cular advising its members to vote 
against the proposals. The A.M.C. 
apparently rejected the right of any 
organisation but itself to hold views 
on the reform of local government,’and 
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libraries 
Arts and Crafts 
Cycling Tourist Guides 
Electrical 
Engineering 
Gardening 
Pets and Livestock 
Modelling, etc. 
Modelling, Railways 
Photography 
Wireless and 
Television 


Juveniles and 
Elementary Readers 


Catalogues and Samples on 
request 


OPPENHEIM & Co. Ltd. 


Library and Wholesale 
Booksellers 
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SOUTH KENSINGTON, 
LONDON, S.W.7. 


Telephone : 
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even went so far as to suggest that we 
ought to be denied the right to express 
opinions cn the subject at our own 
4.G.M. 


The A.M.C. viewpoint was _pre- 

sented by a parade of small-town 

councillors whose objections may be 

summarised as follows: — 

1. The L.A. Council’s 

idealistic. (N.B.: 
term of abuse). 


views are 


This is a 


result in 
inefficient 


2. The proposals would 
remote control by 
county authorities. 

3. Consultation had not been held 
with local authorities before pre- 
paring the proposals. 

4. Local pride insists that power 
remains with the local councils. 


Supporting the Council, Mr. Clem 
Harrison, of Manchester . Library 
School, warned us against the emo- 


toinal appeal for the retention of 
powers by small authorities. He 
insisted that the point at issue was 
whether we are to have rational ser- 
vice units as found necessary in other 
spheres of local government. Mr. 
Moon expressed the support of the 
A.A.L, Council and congratulated the 
L.A. Council in bringing forward 
these sensible proposals. A courageous 
supporter was Mr. J. F. W. Bryon, 
himself a librarian of the small town 
of Eccles. He admitted that his ser- 


THE A.A.L. SESSION AT 
SOUTHPORT 


reported by W. G. SMITH 


‘my SUBJECT is the improvement of 
the public library service by the elim- 
ination of some of the crosses which 
assistants have to bear.”” The speaker 
was Mr. Arthur Jones, the Editor of 
this journal, at the A.A.L. session of 
the L.A. Conference at Southport. 
Among the crosses he included the 
burden of clerical routines on profes- 
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vice could never be first-class unless it 
was merged into a larger unit, and to 
refuse this was to turn our backs on 
our duty to the public. One authority 
member, Councillor Finsberg, of 
Hampstead, also spcke in favour of the 
motion, condemning the Little Eng- 
lander attitude of other Councillors, 
and belittling the A.M.C. as an ineffi- 
cient, procrastinating organisation. To 
the complaint of insufficient consulta- 
tion with local authorities, Mr. 
McColvin replied that the Council was 
seeking the support of its members 
before approaching outside bodies. 

A disturbing feature of the meeting 
was that many Chief Librarians 
appeared to be under the impression 
that they were there as delegates of 
their Councils rather than as personal 
members of the Association, In fact 
they are delegates only to the Confer- 
ence which is something quite distinct 
from the A.G.M. which they attend 
in a purely personal capacity. 

After a number of amendments had 
been rejected, the motion was defeated 
by 539 votes to 311. A _ postal vote 
was, however, successfully demanded, 
and a referendum of the whole mem- 
bership will have been held by the time 
this appears in print. In view of the 
unrepresentative nature of the A.G.M., 
this is a very desirable proceeding, and 
it is to be hoped that all assistants 
will have taken the opportunity to use 
their votes. 


ASSISTANT IN THE COMMUNITY 


sional staff, the unreality of our exam- 
ination system, lack of in-service train- 
ing, and inefficient staff management. 
Such topics would draw the interest of 
any assistant, but Mr. Jones claimed to 
be aiming his guns mainly at chief 
librarians and authority representatives 
(people “ usually known to assistants 
only as among the more voracious 
readers of light fiction’’). 

Some of the L.A. Examinations 
received our Editor’s biggest broadside, 
with the assertion that they give a 
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students, if they are wise, treat 











false picture of librarianship and are 
mere academic obstacles to professional 
advancement. He pointed to the con- 
rast between the reality of our 
harassed book-stampers and _ shelvers 
and the ideal conception of our job, 
as reflected in the examinations. Our 
high-flown examination syllabus lures 
people into the profession under false 
pretences since they find in practice 
that only a small part of their time is 
used to serve the community as a 
librarian. The Final Examination, in 
particular, contains much dead wood; 
Part 1 needs splitting into alternative 
parts for different types of librarians, 
Part 4 already has a number of alter- 
natives ranging from palaeography to 
the literature of Wales, yet none is of 
major importance, for example, to a 
senior lending librarian. As a result, 
this 
section with the contempt it deserves 
by cramming the alternative which will 
be easiest to them and then forgetting 
all about it once the examination is 
passed. Staff management and service 
0 industry would be two more useful 
alternatives to this section. 


The twin arts of librarianship, in Mr. 
Jones’s view are book selection and 
assistance to readers (cataloguing and 
classification being dismissed as a 
minor science). In our library schocls 
and in our examinations, assistance to 
readers seems to be interpreted as the 
technique of reference work, and it was 
good to hear Mr. Jones taking the 
broader view of it as the exploitation 
of the whole of our book stocks. It 
is inevitable, he argued, that the best 
entrants to the profession will soon 
have the sense and initiative to get out 
again when they discover that they are 
not allowed to concentrate on these 
arts, but spend most of their time on 


ROUND THE DIVISIONS—15 


routine processes calling for no higher 
skill than is demanded from a minor 
clerk. The division of staff into clerical 
and professional classes is the only way 
of providing an _ exacting, skilled, 
worthwhile job for a_ professionally 


trained man or woman. Mr. Jones 
suggested that division could be 
achieved even in small service units, 


and this view was confirmed by the 
experiences of a number of librarians 
recently returned from Canada and the 
United States whom we heard at 
another conference _ session. He 
thought that, in order to facilitate the 
divison, we might re-examine the tra- 
ditional relationship between lending 
and reference services. 


Another of the speaker's pleas was 
for a greater sense of responsibility 
towards the less demanding of our 
readers. He joined forces with Messrs. 
Sharr and J. W. Carter in calling for 
investigation of the effect of light 
literature on the culturally immature 
and maintained that only by regarding 
it as an important social service could 
we continue, with self-respect, to pro- 
vide this type of literature. 


A sense of disillusionment 
undoubtedly exists among many assis- 
tants, and Mr. Jones showed how this 
may be overcome to enable the assis- 
tant to take his place confidently in 
the community he serves. Few assis- 
tants were present at Southport, and 
one A.A.L. Division has already 
invited Mr. Jones to repeat his talk at 
one of its meetings. Others might well 
consider doing the same. They will 
be assured of a stimulating occasion. 
The paper will of course be published 
in full in the L.A. Conference pro- 
ceedings. 


WESSEX 


GUY FAWKES DAY, 1924, saw the first 
meeting of the Western Section of the 
South Coast Division held at Ports- 
mouth. In those days the Section 


covered the coastal belt from Brighton 
to Poole, and considerable difficulty 
was experienced in travelling to meet- 
ings. In 1927 a separate Division was 
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fornied under the title of the South 
Western Division with a frontier on the 
Hampshire/Sussex border. In 1939 
the tithe was changed to Wessex, and 
the area covered included the whole of 
Dorset, Hampshire, and the Isle of 
Wight, with an outpost at Salisbury. In 
1949 Salisbury seceded to Bristol and 
District, and since that date we have 
suffered no further loss. 

Including the A.G.M., six meetings 
are held each year in different parts of 
the Division. These meetings normally 
follow the pattern of an afternoon visit 
to some place of interest with the busi- 
ness meeting being held after tea. 
Places visited in recent years include 
newspaper offices, printing werks, 
cathedrals and the brewery of Messrs. 
Strong and Co. of Romsey. Speakers 
have included authors, booksellers, 
library assistants and eminent members 
of the Library profession. Brains 
Trusts, Symposiums, Open Forums and 
New Year Parties have all had a turn 





HOUSEHOLD WORDS 


““We need a loose-leaf encyclo- 
paedia of library method, a 
library Keesing’s rather than a 
library Mrs. Beeton.” 
wrote Mr. T. E. Callander, F.L.A 
(then Borough Librarian of Lambeth) 
in the January 1950 issue of this jour- 
nal—thus paying a veiled (and wel- 
come) compliment to KEESING’S 
recording and indexing methods, now 


in the 25th year of continuous 
publication 
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at providing the evening's ent 
ment. 


itain- 


Whenever possible we try to include 
a conducted tour of the library con- 
cerned in the programme of each meet- 
ing. We are fortunate in having mosi 
types of library represented in the 
Division. The Library of Southampton 
University has on several occasions 
played host to the Division, and we 
were recently entertained at the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment Library at Farn- 
borough. 

Joint meetings have been held from 
time to time with the Sussex Division 
and the Bristol and District Division; 
also with the S.W. Branch of the L.A. 
Our relations with the Branch are 
good. 

Membership fluctuates around the 
180 to 200 mark, the majority coming 
from libraries in Hampshire, Dorset 
being a rural county with few large 
towns. The considerable expansion of 
the Hampshire County Library System 
since the war has provided the Division 
with both new members and _ fresh 
places in which to hold meetings. 

Annual revision courses are held for 
the Entrance examination. A _ few 
years ago a most successful week-end 
revision course for Registration was 
held at Southampton, but this venture 
has not so far been tepeated. The 
Division has compiled and published a 
guide to the library resources in the 
area. The Wessex Bookman, a maga- 
zine started with the avowed aim of 
arousing and maintaining interest in 
Divisional activities, still continues to 
appear at irregular intervals. 

It is not proposed here to name 
prominent members of the A.A.L. who 
have come out of Wessex or have 
dwelt with us for a few passing years, 
but we can claim our share of national 
officers both in the past and in_ the 
present. It may however be appropriate 
to record in view of recent attacks on 
ageing National Councillors that A 
Llewellyn Carver, Esq., F.L.A., and 
Honorary Fellow of the A.A.L., com 
linues to give of his best both to th 
Division and to the A.A.L. at large 
and long may he continue so to do. 














